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December 17, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

On behalf of the Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS America), our members including
state, metropolitan and local transportation, transit and planning agencies, research institutions, and
private industry leaders, and the undersigned allied stakeholders, thank you for your leadership in
addressing our nation’s unemployment crisis and encouraging long-term economic growth.

We applaud your proposal to accelerate job creation and economic recovery through the modernization of
our nation’s transportation and communications infrastructure. As you work with Congress to draft a jobs
bill, we urge you to invest in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and operational improvements that
will expand green jobs, small businesses and the smart-tech industry while also saving lives, time and
money by preventing traffic crashes, improving emergency response, reducing congestion, fuel
consumption and CO2 emissions, improving transportation system performance, and creating more
livable, sustainable communities.

ITS projects can be deployed quickly because most technologies require minimal new construction or
rights-of-way to install and operate. In addition, an average of 50 percent of ITS spending goes directly
to wages and salaries, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), a significant return on
investment when compared to other job creation alternatives.

Examples of ITS include advanced traffic and freight management systems; synchronized and adaptive
traffic signals with transit and emergency vehicle priority; vehicle and intersection collision avoidance
technologies; smart transit systems including bus rapid transit with automated vehicle location, computer-
aided dispatch, smart fare collection and passenger information systems; smart parking systems; real-time
integrated traffic, transit, parking, road weather, and multimodal transportation information systems and
travel alternatives; truck congestion management; weigh-in-motion truck inspections; electronic toll
collection; variable pricing systems including congestion pricing and HOT lanes; incident management
programs; and advanced condition assessment technologies to detect potential infrastructure failure and
reduce maintenance costs.

Researchers from the London School of Economics and the Information Technology and Innovation
Foundation have found that investment in ITS:

e Creates a ‘network effect’ throughout the economy and directly benefits economic growth by
stimulating job creation across multiple sectors, including green jobs, high-tech, automotive,
information technology, consumer electronics, and related industries; and

e Provides a foundation for long-term benefits, including government cost savings, economy-wide
productivity, and an improved quality of life.




While the U.S. does not currently dedicate funding to ITS deployment, an investment of 15 billion British
pounds ($25 billion) by the United Kingdom in information and communications technology is estimated
to create or retain 700,000 jobs. Nearly two thirds of the ITS jobs are created by small businesses.

State and local agencies that have invested in ITS have found that each dollar spent on technologies like

synchronized and adaptive traffic signals returns $40 or more to the public in time and fuel savings while
reducing emissions by up to 22 percent. When combined with transit priority systems, smart signals can
reduce fuel use for transit buses by up to 19 percent and bus emissions by up to 30 percent.

ITS systems like PrePass, which electronically verifies the safety, credentials and weight of trucks,
reduced delays last year by over 4.6 million hours, eliminated nearly 111,000 metric tons of emissions,
conserved more than 11 million gallons of fuel, and saved U.S. truckers an estimated $486 million.

The E-ZPass system reduced U.S. fuel consumption by almost 30 million gallons and eliminated nearly
265,000 metric tons of emissions in 2007 — the greenhouse gas equivalent of nearly 14,000 U.S.
households. In Stockholm, a dynamic pricing system based on the flow of vehicles into and out of the
city has reduced traffic by 18 percent, decreased wait times by 25 percent, and cut emissions between 14
and 18 percent while increasing public transit usage by 60,000 riders per day.

Most important of all, a federal investment in ITS will save lives. An estimated 31 percent of the nearly
40,000 fatal traffic crashes each year could be prevented or have their impact reduced through lane
departure warnings, blind spot detection and other collision avoidance technologies, according to the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. New data from three of the nation’s largest tolling agencies
found that by converting traditional toll booths to open road tolling systems, they can reduce crashes by
more than 60 percent while significantly reducing traffic congestion and emissions.

According to a newly-released GAO study, an investment of $1.2 billion for the deployment and
operation of real-time transportation system information programs in all 50 states and the nation’s largest
50 metropolitan areas would generate more than $30 billion in environmental, mobility, and safety
benefits. Some of our members believe these benefits can be achieved at much lower overall costs and
can be implemented nearly immediately if funds are made available specifically for this purpose.

The international commitment to ITS is growing among leading industrialized nations. China, Japan,
Singapore, South Korea, Germany, Great Britain, and other nations today view their ITS industry as a key
industrial base, and one capable of generating considerable economic growth.

It’s time for the U.S. to make a similar commitment to ITS, both through jobs legislation as well as the
multi-year transportation authorization bill. Investment in ITS will play a major role in helping American
workers retain jobs while providing new jobs for the unemployed. It will also save lives, time and money
while improving our nation’s economic competitiveness and environmental sustainability.

We applaud your commitment to addressing our nation’s economic and environmental challenges, and
look forward to assisting you in any way that we can. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 202-721-
4210 or have your staff contact Paul Feenstra at 202-721-4237 or by email at pfeenstra@itsa.org.

Sincerely,

Y/ -

Scott F. Belcher
President and CEO
ITS America

See attachment for a list of supporting organizations and signatories
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National Organizations

AAA

Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

American Bus Association (ABA)

American Highway Users Alliance

American Public Transportation Association (APTA)
Association for Commuter Transportation (ACT)

Building America’s Future (BAF)

Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP)
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE)

Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS America)
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)

National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO)
Transportation for America (T4 America)

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Public Sector Officials and Universities

Former Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

New York State Department of Transportation

Road Commission for Oakland County, Ml

San Francisco Bay Area Metropolitan Transportation
Commission

Carnegie Mellon University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Southwest Research Institute

University Corporation for Atmospheric Research

University of California, Riverside

University of Central Florida

Private Industry Leaders

ACS Transportation Solutions Group
Aldis, Inc.

Avego Corporation

Calmar Telematics

Cisco Systems, Inc.

Cubic Transportation Systems
Earthrise Technologies, Inc.
Econolite

Eng-Wong, Taub and Associates
Federal Signal Corporation
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig

Global Traffic Technologies
Grice & Associates

HNTB Infrastructure

Hoffberg & Associates

Image Sensing Systems

Inrix

Iteris, Inc.
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State Chapter Organizations
ITS California

ITS Florida

ITS Georgia

ITS Massachusetts
ITS Michigan

ITS Minnesota
ITS Tennessee
ITS Texas

ITS Virginia

ITS Wisconsin

Kapsch TrafficCom

Laser Technology

LifeSpan Technologies

Nakanishi Research and Consulting
NTELX

Parsons Brinckerhoff

PBS&J

Peek Traffic Corporation

PRC Associates

RouteMatch Software

Savant Group Inc.

Savari Networks

Siemens Industry, Inc.

Somat Engineering, Inc.

Telvent Transportation North America
Transportation Innovations, Inc.
TransCore
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Ann Flemer

Deputy Executive Director, Policy
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Vice Chair, ITS America Board of Directors
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James Corless
Executive Director
Transportation for America (T4 America)

R. Bruce Josten

Executive Vice President
Government Affairs

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Gregory M. Cohen
President and CEO
American Highway Users Alliance

Brian Shaw
President
Association for Commuter Transportation

Michael Replogle

Global Policy Director and Founder
Institute for Transportation and Development Policy
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Richard A. Anthes
President
University Corporation for Atmospheric Research
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Randell H. Iwasaki
Director
California Department of Transportation

Mary E. Peters
Former Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

Jl e U

William W. Millar
President
American Public Transportation Association

Jill Ingrassia

Managing Director

Government Relations and Traffic Safety
AAA
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Marcia Hale
President
Building America’s Future
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Peter J. Pantuso
President & CEO
American Bus Association
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Thomas W. Brahms
Executive Director and CEO
Institute of Transportation Engineers
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Steven L. Blessing
President
National Association of State EMS Officials
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Stanley Gee
Acting Commissioner
New York State Department of Transportation



David St. Amant
President and Chief Operating Officer
Econolite

Ken Philmus

Senior Vice President and Managing Director
Transportation Systems and Services

ACS Transportation Solutions Group
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Abbas Mohaddes
President and CEO
Iteris, Inc.
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William H. Osborne
CEO
Federal Signal Corporation
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Timothy M. O’Leary
President
Peek Traffic Corporation
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Harold W. Worrall, PhD, PE
Managing Partner
Transportation Innovations, Inc.

Rob Quartel
Chairman & CEO
NTELX

Paul Brubaker
Internet Business Solutions Group
Cisco Systems Inc.
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Richard T. Sachse
President
Global Traffic Technologies, LLC
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Brent O. Bair
Managing Director
Road Commission for Oakland County, Ml

David Sparks

Executive Vice President
TransCore

Ll

Lawrence Yermack
President
Telvent Transportation North America
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Bryan Mistele
President and CEO
Inrix

Jim Barbaresso

Vice President / National ITS Practice Leader
HNTB Infrastructure

Dr. Durga P. Panda
Chief Operating Officer
Image Sensing Systems

David R. Gehr
Senior Vice President, Highway Market
Parsons Brinckerhoff

Richard Trenery
Vice President
Cubic Transportation Systems

Christy Peebles
Siemens Industry, Inc.

Business Unit Manager, Mobility Division
Intelligent Traffic Solutions



/ / )#[3 /."// '/,{;'Lﬁ %w/

Anthony M. Bradford

President, ITS Georgia

TMC Manager

Georgia Department of Transportation

éL@ Wnre-)

James A. Misener
Chair, ITS California

Jim Barbaresso
President, ITS Michigan
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Robert E. Brydia
President, ITS Texas, on behalf of the
Board of Directors and Membership
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R. Marshall Elizer, Jr., P.E., PTOE
President, ITS Tennessee

Executive Vice President for Infrastructure
Gresham, Smith and Partners
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Chelsea “Chip” C. White 111, Ph.D.
H. Milton & Carolyn J. Stewart Chair

Schneider National Chair in Transportation and

Logistics
Georgia Institute of Technology
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Jom A. Selter
Director

Center of Advanced Transportation Systems Simulation

University of Central Florida

William A. Malkes
Chief Operating Officer
Aldis
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James M. Danila, P.E., PTOE
President, ITS Massachusetts
Transportation Engineer

City of Newton, Massachusetts
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Leslie A. Griffin
President, ITS Florida

Peter C. Rafferty, PE, PTOE, AICP
President, ITS Wisconsin

W. Todd Kell, AICP
President, ITS Virginia
Associate Vice President | PBS&J
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Steven W. Dellenback, Ph.D., PMP
Director, Intelligent Systems Department
Automation and Data Systems Division
Southwest Research Institute

%

C. Michael Walton, Ph.D., P.E.

Ernest H. Cockrell Centennial Chair in Engineering

Department of Civil, Architectural and
Environmental Engineering

The University of Texas at Austin

Ray D. Pethtel

University Transportation Fellow
Director, Transportation Policy Group
Virginia Tech Transportation Institute
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Lee Maynus, P.E.
Principal Engineer

Calmar Telematics, LLC
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Peter J. Vanderzee
President and CEO
LifeSpan Technologies

Richard Arce

Managing Director
Kapsch TrafficCom

Richard W. King, P.E., P.P.
Senior Associate/Vice President

Eng-Wong, Taub & Associates

Mark Meisinger, PE, PTOE

Felsburg Holt & Ullevig

Vice President, Lincoln-Omaha-Council Bluffs
Association of Transportation Engineers
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John J. Funny
President and CEO
Grice & Associates
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Daniel H Sise Jr.
Director of Business Development
Laser Technology

Ravi Puvvala
CEO
Savari Networks
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Timothy E. Quinn

Executive Vice President
RouteMatch Software
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Mark Crawford
Technology Solutions Manage r
Somat Engineering, Inc.
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Kanok Boriboonsomsin, Ph.D., P.E.
Assistant Research Engineer

Center for Environmental Research and Technology

University of California, Riverside
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Jason Conley
Director of Government Relations
Avego Corporation
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Dr. Walter H. Kraft, P.E.
Executive Technical Director
Eng-Wong, Taub and Associates

Stacy Unholz
Senior ITS Specialist 1
PBS&J

Steven M. Hoffberg
Principal
Hoffberg & Associates

Yuko J. Nakanishi, Ph.D., MBA

Yuko J. Nakanishi, Ph.D., MBA
Principal
Nakanishi Research and Consulting, LLC

Gerry Conover
Gerry Conover
Managing Director
PRC Associates
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Susan Langdon, PE, PTOE
President
Savant Group Inc.

Jim DiSanto
President
Earthrise Technologies, Inc.



CC:

The Honorable Joseph Biden, Vice President of the United States

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation

The Honorable Rahm Emmanuel, White House Chief of Staff

The Honorable Peter Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget

The Honorable Dr. Christina Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisors

The Honorable Lawrence H. Summers, Director, National Economic Council

The Honorable Valerie Jarrett, Senior Advisor and Assistant to the President for
Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engagement

The Honorable Melody C. Barnes, Director, Domestic Policy Council

The Honorable Aneesh Chopra, Associate Director and Chief Technology Officer, Technology
Division, Office of Science and Technology Policy

The Honorable Aldolfo Carrion, Jr., Director, White House Office of Urban Affairs



